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to protect a woman from her violent 
husband. This case came as a result of 
an incident in 1999 involving the kid-
napping of Ms. Gonzalez’s children by 
her estranged husband. Despite her nu-
merous pleas to the police to arrest her 
husband for violating a protection 
order, including providing them with 
information on his whereabouts, the 
police failed to do so. Later that night, 
Mr. Gonzalez murdered their three 
children. 

The Jessica Gonzalez Victim Assist-
ance Program restores some of the ef-
fectiveness of restraining orders that 
the Supreme Court took away with its 
ruling. 

This is the first opportunity we have 
had to grow the Jessica Gonzalez Vic-
tim Assistance Program since it was 
first funded last year after its initial 
authorization in the Violence Against 
Women Act reauthorization of 2005 in 
order to strengthen the effectiveness of 
restraining orders. 

This program strengthens the effi-
cacy of restraining orders against the 
prevalent matter of domestic violence. 
Tragically, as we know, violence 
against women is a pervasive problem 
which goes beyond class, culture, age 
or ethnic background. Every 9 seconds 
a woman is battered in the United 
States, and every 2 minutes someone is 
sexually assaulted. 

According to the Department of Jus-
tice, more than three women are mur-
dered by their husbands or boyfriends 
every day. More than 21⁄2 million 
women are victims of violence each 
year, and nearly one in three women 
experience at least one physical assault 
by a partner during adulthood. Many 
more cases go unmentioned as women, 
fearing to come forward, leave the as-
saults unreported. 

The Jessica Gonzalez Victim Assist-
ance Program helps to enforce re-
straining orders and protect women 
who are victims of domestic violence, 
and it is a great step forward from 
when we authorized it 2 years ago and 
when we first funded it last year. 

Mr. Chairman, we need more funds 
for this program. I am aware that this 
bill, because of the good work of the 
chairman and the committee members, 
includes approximately $430 million to 
support grants under the Violence 
Against Women Act which is $47 mil-
lion more than the current budget and 
$59 million above the President’s mea-
ger request for fiscal year 2008. 

I’m also aware that in amendments 
we passed last night, we increased 
funding for the Violence Against 
Women Act by about 40 or $45 million, 
and I hope that some of that will sur-
vive in conference. 

And in light of that, I will now with-
draw the amendment, but urge my col-
leagues to support the CJS appropria-
tions amount granted to programs that 
protect women and their families, espe-
cially the Jessica Gonzalez Victim As-
sistance Program, and hope that in 
conferences all of these matters are 
hashed out, that a little more money 

can be spared for this program, espe-
cially in light of the amendments ap-
proved last night. 

Mr. Chairman, I ask unanimous con-
sent to withdraw the amendment. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN (Mr. 
HASTINGS of Florida). Without objec-
tion, the amendment is withdrawn. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Chairman, I move 

to strike the last word. 
The Acting CHAIRMAN. The gen-

tleman from New Jersey is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

Mr. SAXTON. I would like to engage 
my distinguished colleague, Chairman 
MOLLOHAN, in a colloquy regarding the 
importance of supporting ecosystem- 
based monitoring to better understand 
water quality and ecosystem effects on 
our fisheries. 

U.S. fisheries are experiencing in-
creasing pressure as the near-shore ma-
rine ecosystems that sustain them de-
teriorate due to human activity and as 
blooms of jellyfish and other organisms 
that compete for food with juvenile 
fish like summer flounder grow in fre-
quency and abundance. 
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The present trend may well be the 
cause of significant economic harm to 
coastal communities in various areas 
along the coast. The lack of rebuilding 
in one of our most important coastal 
fisheries, summer flounder, may be an 
example of the downside to managing a 
fishery without taking into account 
the ecosystem impacts on its ability to 
rebuild. An ecosystem-based approach 
to management requires ecosystem- 
based monitoring. The use of innova-
tive, cost-effective, place-based data 
collection systems would provide con-
tinuous high-quality data on a number 
of important water quality and biologi-
cal parameters that will greatly im-
prove the data which fisheries are man-
aged. 

I hope, Mr. Chairman, you will con-
sider allocating some of the pro-
grammatic resources in this bill to sup-
port the use of such new technologies 
that hold great promise. 

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Mr. Chairman, will 
the gentleman yield? 

Mr. SAXTON. I yield to the gen-
tleman from West Virginia. 

Mr. MOLLOHAN. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank my colleague from New Jersey 
for bringing this important technology, 
place-based data collection stations, to 
my attention. I am pleased to consider 
this funding need as we move forward 
to conference should funds become 
available. 

Mr. SAXTON. Mr. Chairman, I thank 
the chairman very much for his atten-
tion to this matter. 

AMENDMENT OFFERED BY MR. NADLER 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, I offer 
an amendment. 

The Clerk read as follows: 
Amendment offered by Mr. NADLER: 
At the end of the bill, before the short 

title, insert the following: 

TITLE VII—ADDITIONAL GENERAL 
PROVISIONS 

SEC. 701. None of the funds made available 
by this Act may be used to enforce section 
505 of the USA PATRIOT Act until the De-
partment of Justice conducts a full review 
and delivers to Congress a report on the use 
of National Security Letters to collect infor-
mation on U.S. persons who are not sus-
pected to be agents of a foreign power as 
that term is defined in 50 U.S.C. 1801. 

Mr. FRELINGHUYSEN. Mr. Chair-
man, I reserve a point of order. 

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The point of 
order is reserved. 

Mr. NADLER. Mr. Chairman, I com-
mend the chairman of the committee 
for including in this act a provision 
that no funds shall be made available 
to authorize or issue a National Secu-
rity Letter, NSL, in contravention of 
current law. That should go without 
saying, but as we have seen, apparently 
not with the current administration. 

My amendment asks for an account-
ing by the Department of Justice of the 
FBI’s collection and use of information 
on U.S. persons who are not suspected 
of being terrorists or agents of a for-
eign power before we provide further 
funding for the issuance of more Na-
tional Security Letters. 

This amendment prohibits funds 
from being used to issue a National Se-
curity Letter under the provisions 
amended by section 505 of the PA-
TRIOT Act until the Department of 
Justice conducts a full review and de-
livers a report to Congress on the use 
of NSLs to collect information on U.S. 
persons who are not suspected of being 
agents of a foreign power, or terrorists, 
as that is defined in 50 U.S.C. 1801. 

The underlying bill asks for the FBI 
to conduct a report within 2 months on 
what has been done to implement the 
inspector general’s recommendations 
with respect to NSLs. This would sim-
ply ask that that report be more spe-
cific and more inclusive and include 
the following information: 

How many National Security Letters 
have been issued; what standards are 
used to determine when to seek infor-
mation on a person who is not sus-
pected of being an agent of a foreign 
power; the current guidance as to what 
is ‘‘relevant’’ to an investigation when 
the targets are not suspected of being 
agents of a foreign power; how that in-
formation is stored; how the informa-
tion is used; whether the information 
is used; whether that information is 
ever destroyed; whether that informa-
tion has led to any substantial leads in 
terrorism cases; whether that informa-
tion has ever been used in criminal 
cases; and whether that information 
has led to any adverse government ac-
tion against people not suspected of 
being enemy agents, agents of a foreign 
power, or terrorists. 

Almost limitless sensitive private in-
formation from communication pro-
viders, financial institutions, and con-
sumer credit agencies can now be col-
lected secretly by simply issuing a Na-
tional Security Letter on an FBI field 
director’s simple assertion that the re-
quest is merely relevant to a national 
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